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the woodcuts designed by Albrecht Durer for 
( 3 he Life of the Virgin which was printed at 
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the firSt edition in the Spencer Colle6tion of 
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(Jj'he people who were dwelling in the darkness 
have noiu seen a great light, 
those who were living in a land of shadows, 
upon them light has shone. 

Tfcou haft richly given them gladness, 
and an ample joy; 

in thy presence they rejoice like harvesters, 
as men rejoice dividing plunder. 

For thou haft broken their heavy yoke, 
the bar that hent their shoulders, 
and the whip of their oppressors, 
as at the triumph over Midian; 
the Stamping warriors hoot, 
the bloodstained war-attire, 
shall all of them he burnt, 
as fuel for the fire. 

For a child has been hom to us, 
a son has been given to us; 
the royal dignity he wears, 



and this the title that he hears — 

“ZA wonder of a counsellor, 
a divine hero, 
a father for all time, 
a peaceful prince!” 

Qreat is his authority, 
endless is his peace, 
over David’s throne 
and his dominion, 
to base it firm and ilahle 
onjuilice and good order, 
from henceforth and for ever — 

thanks to the jealous care of the Eternal. 


prom the stump of Jesse a shoot shall rise, 
and a scion from his roots shall flourish; 
on him shall reSt the spirit of the Sternal, 
the spirit of wisdom and insight, 
the spirit of counsel and Strength, 

the spirit that knows and reverences the Sternal. 
He will not judge by appearances, 
nor decide hy hearsay, 
but ad with fuSlice to the helpless 
and decide fairly for the humble; 
he will Strike down the ruthless with his verdids, 
and slay the unjuSt with his sentences. 

Judice shall gird him up for adion, 
he shall he belted with trustworthiness. 

The wolf shall couch then with the lamh, 
the leopard’s lair shall he the kid’s; 
the lion shall eat straw like any ox, 
wolf and lion shall graze side hy side, 
herded by a little child; 



the cow and the hear shall befriends, 
and their young lie down together; 
the infant shall play at the hole of an asp, 
and the baby’s feet at the nett of a viper. 

None shall injure, none shall kill, 
anywhere on my sacred hill; 
for the land shall he as full of the knowledge of the 
Eternal as the ocean-bed is full of water. ZAnd the 
Scion of Jesse who is to rally the peoples, 
him shall the nations then consult, 
and famous shall his seat he. 
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to fulfil what the Lord had said by the proph¬ 
et: l called my Son from Egypt. 

But when Herod died, there appeared an 
angel of the Lord in a dream to Joseph in 
Egypt, saying, “Rise, take the child and his 
mother and go to the land of Israel, for those 
who sought the child’s life are dead.” So he 
rose, took the child and his mother and 
went to the land of Israel; but on hear¬ 
ing that Archelaus reigned over Judsea in 
place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go 
there and, by a divine injun6lion in a dream, 
withdrew to the region of Galilee. He went 
and settled in a town called Nazaret, so 
that what had been said by the 
prophets might be fulfilled: 

‘He shall be called 
a Nazarene.’ 
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of them till it Stopped over the place where 
the child was. When they caught sight of 
the Star they were intensely glad; and on 
reaching the house they saw the child with 
his mother Mary, they fell down to worship 
him, and opening their caskets they offered 
him gifts of gold and frankincense and myrrh. 
Then, as they had been divinely warned in 
a dream not to return to Herod, they went 
back to their own country by a different road. 

After they had gone, there appeared an 
angel of the Lord tojoseph in a dream, saying, 
“Rise, take the child and his mother and flee 
to Egypt; Stay there till I tell you. For Herod 
is going to search for the child and deSfaroy 
him.” So he got up, took the child and his 
mother by night, and went off to Egypt, where 
he Stayed until the death of Herod. This was 

[ 8 ] 



bled king Herod and all Jerusalem as well; 
so be gathered all the high prieSts and scribes 
of tbe people and made inquiries of them 
about where the messiah was to be born.!* 
They told him, “In Bethlehem belonging to 
Judaea: for thus it is written by the prophet: 

<*And you Bethlehem, in Judah’s land, 

you are not leaft among the rulers of Judah: 

For a ruler will come from you, 

who will shepherd Israel my people.” 
Then Herod summoned the magicians in 
secret and ascertained from them the time of 
the Star’s appearance. He also sent them to 
Bethlehem, telling them, “Go and make a 
careful search for the child, and when you 
have found him report to me, so that I can 
go and worship him too.” The magicians 
listened to the king and then went their way. 
And the Star they had seen rise went in front 
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they made haSte and discovered Mary and 
Joseph and the baby lying in the Stall for 
cattle. When they saw this they told people 
about the word which had been spoken to 
them about the child; all who heard it were 
aStonished at the Story of the shepherds, and 
as for Mary, she treasured it all up and mused 
upon it. Then the shepherds went away 
back, glorifying and extolling God for all that 
they had heard and seen as they had been 
told they would. 


N OW when Jesus was born at Beth' 
lehem, belonging to Judaea, in the 
days of king Herod, magicians from 
the EaSt arrived at Jerusalem, asking, 
“Where is the newlydborn king of the Jews? 
We saw his Star when it rose, and we have 
come to worship him.” The new s of this trou' 

[ 6 ] 


flashed upon them, the glory of the Lord 
shone all round them. They were terribly 
afraid, but the angel said to them, “Have no 
fear. This is good news I am bringing you, 
news of a great joy that is meant for all the 
People. To-day you have a saviour horn in the 
town of David, the Lord messiah. And here 
is a proof for you: you will find a baby 
wrapped up and lying in a Stall for cattle.” 
Then a hoSt of heaven’s army suddenly ap¬ 
peared beside the angel extolling God and 
saying, 

“Glory to God in high heaven, 

and peace on earth for men whom he fa- 

I” 

vours! 

Now when the angels had left them and gone 
away to heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us be off to Bethlehem to see 
this thing that the Lord has told us of.” So 
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~~p OW in those days an edi£t was 
I I issued by CTsar Augustus for 

I a census of tbe whole world.-!* 
| ^1 (This was the firSt census, and 

it took place when Quirinius was governor 
of Syria.) So everyone went to be registered, 
each at his own town, and as Joseph be- 
longed to the house and family of David he 
went up from Galilee to Judaea, from the town 
of Nazaretto David’s town called Bethlehem, 
to be registered along with Mary his wife.-!* 
She was pregnant, and while they were there 
the days elapsed for her delivery; she gave 
birth to her firStborn son, and as there was no 
room for them inside the khan she wrapped 
him up and laid him in a Stall for cattle. There 
were some shepherds in the diStriSt who were 
out in the fields keeping guard over their 
flocks by night; and an angel of the Lord 
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He has succoured his servant Israel, 
mindful of his mercy — 
as he promised our fathers, 
to have mercy on Abraham and his offspring 
for ever.” 
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T HEN Mary said, 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 

My spirit has joy in Qod my Saviour: 
for he has considered the humiliation of his 
servant. 

From this time forth all generations will 
call me blessed, 

for He who is Mighty has done great 
things for me. 

His name is holy, 

his mercy is on generation after generation, 
for those who reverence him. 

He has done a deed of might with his 
arm, 

he has scattered the proud with their purposes, 
princes he has dethroned and the poor he has 
uplifted, 

he has satisfied the hungry with good things 
and sent the rich away empty. 


T he angel gabriel was 

sent by God to a town in Galr 
lee called Naz;aret, to a maiden 
wbo was betrothed to a man call' 
ed Joseph, belonging to the house of David. 
The maiden’s name was Mary. The angel 
went in and said to her, “Hail, O favoured 
one! the Lord be with you!” At this she was 
Startled; she thought to herself, whatever can 
this greeting mean? But the angel said to her, 
“Fear not, Mary, you have found favour with 
God. You are to conceive and bear a son, and 
you muSt call his name Jesus. 

He will be great, he will be called the Son 
of the MoSt High, 

and the Lord God will give him the throne 
of David his father; 

he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, 
and to his reign there will be no end.” 
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